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A far more rational approach for recreation infrastructure , ignored by
Commissioners for yearsneeds to be considered insteaaf the proposed golf
course bailout for the ill-advised soccer complex

Dennis Justice
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(East Hendersonds Justus Fi el d apthedield. Baxevwgdayedithens occur
next day. Why is this acceptable in thé'Zentury? Why is this not important to County Commissioners but
bailing out a golf course for a soccer complex is?)
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(This is what a REAL 221 Century athletic field looks like!)

| was greatly disappointed to see the Henderson County Commissionltaesdpport
a bailout of a bad golf course. |l am more di
O 6 Co n malso semtabut an-Bail defending this boondoggle.

And it is a boondoggle. NOT included in the price will be the costs of develoging th
fields, the minimum $55,000 lost property taxes for Henderson County over 10 years, the lost
property taxes to Flat Rock, lost sales takghts, water costs, and the annual maintenance.

The total costs over 10 yearare around $2.3 million! ALL of the costs need to be considered
before this project is approvesince it may be for a 3gear bondl

Soccer Complex Costs Over TEN Years

Buying out golf course $1,150,000
Walking trail $107,800
Other park extras $649,450
Annual maintenance (10 year$34,450) $344,450
Lost county tax revenue (10 years x $5,529) $55,290
Parking lot $31,360
TOTAL COSTS OVER TEN YEARS $2,338,350

(Numbers obtained fromti¢ CSAS6s own wngdi ndes Coluamny Assessor 6s

And $23 million over ten yearsight be a low guess. The Ens@ccercomplex
recertly acquired by the Asheville/Buncombe soccer commymgs costing taxpayers
$130,000 a yedn maintenancewhich would be $1.3 MILLION over TEN years!

Why could we not go ahead and just put in artificial
turf at high schools? It is about the samamount of money
for ALL sports, not just soccer!

This boondoggle, rushed through without much knowledge from the nearby homeowners
or Henderson County taxpayeisto appease a soccer community #@ild not seagven 250
at the high school playoff gamasEast Henderson or North Henderson this week:
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(East Henderson and North Henderson. Not exactly packing the stadiptayfoif soccer.)

Just compare to the crowd arfound2,500 that attended the East Henderson football
playoff game:

The reality is that high school soccer has NEVER, not once in 25 years, drawn a
crowd of over a 1,000 in Henderson CountyNot once. High school football ALWAYS
draws thousands!
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Also, it is clear the people of Flat Rock do not WANT the soccer complex, which would
be exactly one mile away from the East Flat Rock School Park. Tennis courts could already be
added there without much problem.

Shoul dndét Commi s s IXING éhings indiead of boildingmnewdthings? F
Like the bug garageds driveway and parking | o
and lost. Or the gym at Balfour School. Why should they have to enter a contest from Clorox
for a $50,000 grant (e they cannot possibly win, other schools are hopelessly ahead with

votes), when itdés the Commi ssionbdbs JOB to fix
Or the track at Hendersonville High School
we FIX it?

(The Hendersonville HigBchool track at 201%pecial Olympics.What about the least of thee?

Fl etcher Mayor Bill Mooreds | etpoietsoutt o Comm
that the Town of Fletcher went to a-$8ar lease agreement with the Henderson County Soccer
Association. Only now that the soccer commuthipks they have a better deal they left
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