
ALL SPORTS > ONE SPORT 

1 | P a g e 
www.hendersoncountyturf.com  

ALL SPORTS > ONE SPORT 
 

A far more rational approach for recreation infrastructure , ignored by 

Commissioners for years, needs to be considered instead of the proposed golf 

course bailout for the ill-advised soccer complex. 

 

Dennis Justice 

November 5, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copies of this document:   

http://www.wncsport.com/AllSportsGreaterThanOneSportByDennisJustice.pdf 
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(East Hendersonôs Justus Field after heavy rains occurred before football tore up the field.  Soccer was played the 

next day.  Why is this acceptable in the 21
st
 Century?  Why is this not important to County Commissioners but 

bailing out a golf course for a soccer complex is?) 
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(This is what a REAL 21
st
 Century athletic field looks like!) 

I was greatly disappointed to see the Henderson County Commission vote 4-1 to support 

a bailout of a bad golf course.  I am more disappointed that the ñTea Partyò Commissioner Bill 

OôConnor had also sent out an E-mail defending this boondoggle. 

And it is a boondoggle.  NOT included in the price will be the costs of developing the 

fields, the minimum $55,000 lost property taxes for Henderson County over 10 years, the lost 

property taxes to Flat Rock, lost sales taxes, lights, water costs, and the annual maintenance.  

The total costs over 10 years are around $2.3 million!   ALL of the costs need to be considered 

before this project is approved, since it may be for a 10-year bond! 

 

Soccer Complex Costs Over TEN Years 

Buying out golf course $1,150,000 

Walking trail $107,800 

Other park extras $649,450 

Annual maintenance (10 years x $34,450) $344,450 

Lost county tax revenue (10 years x $5,529) $55,290 

Parking lot $31,360 

TOTAL COSTS OVER TEN YEARS $2,338,350 
(Numbers obtained from the HCSAôs own business plan and the County Assessorôs office.) 

 

And $2.3 million over ten years might be a low guess.  The Enka soccer complex, 

recently acquired by the Asheville/Buncombe soccer community, was costing taxpayers 

$130,000 a year in maintenance, which would be $1.3 MILLION over TEN years!   

Why could we not go ahead and just put in artificial 

turf at high schools?  It is about the same amount of money 

for ALL sports, not just soccer! 

This boondoggle, rushed through without much knowledge from the nearby homeowners 

or Henderson County taxpayers, is to appease a soccer community that could not seat even 250 

at the high school playoff games at East Henderson or North Henderson this week: 

http://www.wncsport.com/HighlandLakeGolfDraft.pdf
http://www.citizen-times.com/article/20111019/NEWS/310190028/Nonprofit-run-soccer-fields-popular-park-outside-Asheville
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(East Henderson and North Henderson.  Not exactly packing the stadium for playoff soccer.) 

  

Just compare to the crowd of around 2,500 that attended the East Henderson football 

playoff game: 

 

  

The reality is that high school soccer has NEVER, not once in 25 years, drawn a 

crowd of over a 1,000 in Henderson County.  Not once.  High school football ALWAYS 

draws thousands! 
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 Also, it is clear the people of Flat Rock do not WANT the soccer complex, which would 

be exactly one mile away from the East Flat Rock School Park.  Tennis courts could already be 

added there without much problem.   

 Shouldnôt Commissioners be focused on FIXING things instead of building new things?  

Like the bug garageôs driveway and parking lot.  Looks like people played ñMinesweeperò on it 

and lost.  Or the gym at Balfour School.  Why should they have to enter a contest from Clorox 

for a $50,000 grant (one they cannot possibly win, other schools are hopelessly ahead with 

votes), when itôs the Commissionôs JOB to fix those things? 

  

Or the track at Hendersonville High School?  Itôs a disgrace, we all know it, why canôt 

we FIX it? 

 

(The Hendersonville High School track at 2011 Special Olympics.  What about the least of thee?) 

 Fletcher Mayor Bill Mooreôs letter to Commissioner Chairman Mike Edney points out 

that the Town of Fletcher went to a 50-year lease agreement with the Henderson County Soccer 

Association.  Only now that the soccer community thinks they have a better deal they left 

http://friendsofhighlandlake.blogspot.com/2011/11/breaking-fletcher-mayor-moore-writes.html

